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~om1noniutaltlJ of ~lassarlJusdts. 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, BOSTON, Jan. 28, 1898. 
llon. JOHN L. BATES, Speaker, BouRe of Representatives. 
Srn: -I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the use 
of the Legislature, the eighth report of the Free Public 
Library Commission o,f Massachusetts, 1898 ( Public Docu-
ment, Ko. 44) . 
Very respectfully, 
WM. M. OLIN, 
Secretary, 

MEMBERS OF THE COM:l\1ISSION. 
!llrss E. P. SOHIER, Secretary, Beverly, 
l\hss ANNA SEARS Al\IORY, Boston,. 
C. B. TILLINGIIAST, Chairman, Boston, 
SAl\lUEL SWETT GREEN, Worcester, 
HENRY S. NOURSE, Lancaster, . 
term expires 1902. 
term expires 1901. 
term expires 1900. 
term expires 1899. 
. term expires 1898. 

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION. 
To the Honorable Senate and House of ReJJresentatives. 
The second section of chapter 347 of the Acts of the year 
1890, which created the Free Public Library Commi,-sion, 
provides that it shall make a report of its doings to the 
General Court in January of each year. In obedience to 
this law, the commission herewith presents its eighth report, 
for the calendar year 1897. 
THE CoMi\USSION. 
No change has occurred in the commission the past year, 
Miss E. P. Sohier having been re-appointed by Governor 
-w olcott for the fu ll term of five years. It has held dming 
the past year, as it has held since its organization, one meet-
ing each month . 
NEW FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES . 
The towns of Dennis, Dudley, Somerset, South Hadley 
and -wales, five in all, have, during the year, accepted the 
provisions of chapter 34 7 of the Acts of 1890, and been 
supplied each with one hundred dol lars worth of books to 
aid in beginning a free public library. 
A free public lihrary has been established in the town of 
vVilliamsburg, by bequest. 
The town of Amesbury has been supplied with one hun-
dred dollars' worth of books, under the provisions of chapter 
255 of the Acts of 1892. 
The library owned by the Ladies' Association in the town 
of Brewster has been made free to all the people of the town. 
I 
I I 
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TOWNS CLASSIFIED AS TO LIBRARIES. 
The following classification of the towns, revised to date, 
shows the free library facilities they now enjoy: -
CLASS 1. 
Towns which have libraries owned ancl controlled by the town and free 
for cirwlation to all the people. 
Abington, Chelmsford, Granby, 
Acushnet, Chelsea, Gran,ille, 
Adams, Chester, Greenfield, 
Agawam, Chesterfield, Greenwich, 
Alford, Chicopee, Groton, 
Amesbury, Chilmark, Groveland, 
Andover, Clinton, Halifax, 
Arlington, Cohasset, Hamilton, 
Ashburnham, Colrain, Hampden, 
Ashby, Conway, Hancock, 
Ashland, Dalton, Hanover, 
Athol, Dana, Hanson, 
Attleborough, Dartmouth, Hardwick, 
Auburn, Dedham, Harvard, 
Avon, Deerfield, Hatfield, 
Bellingham, Dennis, Hawley, 
Belmont, Dighton, Heath, 
Berkley, Douglas, Holbrook, 
Berlin, Dover, Holden, 
Beverly, Dudley, Holland, 
Blackstone, Dunstable, Holliston, 
Blandford, East Bridgewater, Hopedale, 
Bolton, Eastham, Hubbardston, 
Boston, East Longmeadow, Hudson, 
Bourne, Edgartown, Hull, 
Boxborough, Egremont, Huntington, 
Boylston, Erving, Hyde Park, 
Bridgewater, Essex, Lancaster, 
Brimfield, Everett, Lanesborough, 
Brockton, Fall River, Leicester, 
Brookfield, Falmouth, Leominster, 
Brookline, Fitchburg, Leverett, 
Burlington, Florida, Leyden, 
Cambridge, Foxborough, Longmeadow, 
Canton, Framingham, Lowell, 
Carlisle, Freetown, Ludlow, 
Carver, Gill, Lunenburg, 
Charlemont, Goshen, Lynn, 
Charlton, Gosnold, Lynnfield, 
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Manche!!ter, Oxford, Sutton, 
Mansfield, Paxton, Swampscott, 
Marblehead, Peabody, Swansea, 
Marlborough, Pelham, Taunton, 
Marshfield, Pepperell, Templeton, 
Mashpee, Peru, Tewksbury, 
Mattapoisett, Phillipston, Tolland, 
Maynard, Plainfield, Topsfield, 
l\Iedfield, Plympton, Townsend, 
Medford, Prescott, Truro, 
Medway, Provincetown, Tyngsborough, 
Melrose, Quincy, Tyringham, 
Mendon, Reading, Upton, 
Merrimac, Revere, Uxbridge, 
Middleborough, Richmond, Wakefield, 
Middlefield, Rochester, Wales, 
Middleton, Rockland, Walpole, 
Milford, Rockport, Waltham, 
Millbury, Rowe, Warwick, 
Millis, Rowley, "Vatertown, 
Milton, Royalston, \Vay land, 
Monroe, Russell, Webster, 
Montague, Rutland, Wellfleet, 
Monterey, Salisbury, Wendell, 
Montgomery, Sandisfield, ,venham, 
Mount Washington, Sandwich, Westborough, 
Nahant, Saugus, West Boylston, 
Natick, Savoy, "Vest Bridgewater, 
Needham, Sharon, West Brookfield, 
New Ashford, Sheffield, ,v estford, 
New Bedford, Shelburne, Westminster, 
New Braintree, Sherborn, "Vest Newbury, 
Newburyport, Shirley, ,veston, 
New Salem, Shrewsbury, Westport, 
Newton, Shutesbury, West Springfield, 
Norfolk, Somerset, West Stockbridge, 
North Adams, Somerville, Weymouth, 
Northampton, Southborough, Whately, 
North Andover, Southbridge, Whitman, 
North Attleborough, South Hadley, Wilbraham, 
Northborough, Southwick, Williamstown, 
North Brookfield, Spencer, Wilmington, 
:Northfield, Sterling, Winchendon, 
North Reading, Stoneham, Winchester, 
Norwood, Stoughton, Windsor, 
Oakham, Stow, Winthrop, 
Orange, Sturbridge, ,v-orcester, 
Orleans, Sudbury, Wrentham.-263. 
Otis, Sunderland, 
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CLASS 2. 
Towns which have free libraries in which the town has some representa-
tion in the management. 
Acton, Franklin, l\l alden, 
Ayer, Georgetown, Methuen, 
Barre, Grafton, N0rton, 
Bedford, Haverhill, Petersham, 
Belchertown, Hinglrnm, Randolph , 
Bernardston, Hinsdale, Sal em, 
Braintree, ll olyoke, Spring fi eld, 
Concord, Lawrence, \\'arren, 
Cumming ton, Ll'nox, W estfield, 
Danvers, Lexington, Woburn.- 3,1. 
Easthampton, Linco ln, 
Enfield, Littl eton, 
CLASS 3. 
Towns in which there are libraries to which /he town appropriates money, 
but is not represented in the mnnagement. 
Amherst, 
Ashfield, 
Boxford, 
Chath am, 
Cottage City, 
Duxbury, 
Gardn er , 
Great Barring ton, 
Lee, 
Monson, 
Northbridge, 
Palmer, 
Pembroke, 
Pittsfi eld, 
Plymouth, 
Princeton, 
CLASS 4. 
Scituate, 
Southampton, 
Stockbrid ge, 
"\Vare, 
W ell esley, 
Westh ampton, 
"\Vestwood , 
Worthin g ton. - 2-!. 
Towns in which there are f ree libraries which have no connection with 
the town. 
Barnstable, 
Becket, 
Billerica, 
Brewster, 
Buckland, 
E aston, 
Fairhaven, 
Gloucester, 
Harwich, 
Hopkinton, 
Ipswich, 
Kingston, 
]Harion, 
Raynham, 
CLASS 5. 
Rehoboth, 
Tisbury, 
"\Vareham, 
W est Tisb ury, 
Willi amsb urg , 
Yarm outh. - 20. 
Towns that have the fre e use of public libraries in other places. 
Newbury, . Newbmyport Public Library . 
'Washington, . Becket Athcnreum. - 2. 
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CLASS 6. 
Towns having no free public library privileges. 
Cheshire, Hadley, Norwell, 
Clarksburg, Lakevil le, Seekonk. - 10. 
Dracut, Nantucli:ct, 
Gay Head, New Marl borough, 
TI-IE TOWNS WITHOUT LIBRARIES. 
It will he seen that there are now only ten towns in the 
State that are not fully entitled to the privileges and rights 
of a free public library. In four of these towns there ai;e 
good association librnries that are not free, one of them is 
awaiting the maturing of the terms of' a bequest made some 
years ago to establish a library, and the only obstacle in some 
of' the other towns is the lack of' any convenient centre for 
locating a library. 
O NLY THREE-FIFTHS OF O NE PER CENT. OF THE PEOPLE 
WITHOUT FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 
The population of the State by the census of 1895 was 
2,500,183. The population of the towns now without free 
library privileges is 14,680, or more than 50 per cent. less 
than the population of the towns without libraries last year , 
and a trifle less than three:fifths of one per cent. of the popula-
tion of the entire State . Seven of these ten towns show a 
loss of population in the last ten years. The following is 
the list: -
TOWNS. Population . Loss. I Gain . 
Cheshire, 1,176 272 
Clarksburg, 1,009 301 
Dracut, 2,443 516 
Gay Head,. 169 17 
H ad ley, '1,704 43 
Lakeville, . 870 110 
Nantucket, 3,016 126 
New Marlborough, 1,228 373 
Norwell, . 1,540 49 
Seekonk, 1,465 170 
----
Total,. 14,680 
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GIFTS AND NEW BUILDINGS. 
The following gifts to our libraries ha Ye been noted during 
the year: -
A:uESBURY. 1\Irs. Hannah C. Hubbard beqneathed $5,000 to the 
Amesbury Public Library for a building fund. The will of 
Jonathan Wadleigh contained a bequest of $500 to the Ames-
bury Public Library . 
BosToN. l\Ir. William C. Todd of Atkinson, N. H., has completed 
his foundation of the newspaper department in the Boston 
Public Library by the gift of $50,000 to the city, the income 
of which is to be expended for this purpose. The Papyrus 
Club of Boston has given $1,000 to the library, as a memorial 
of t!Je late John Boyle O'Reilly. Tile late Rev. Caleb DaYis 
Brarllee bequeathed $1,000 and a residuary interest in his 
estate to the library. The Association of the Twentieth 
Regiment bas given $5,000 to the librnry for the purchase of 
military books and the care of a military alcove. The Boston 
Browning Society has given its collection of 300 volumes to 
the library. 
BOURNE. The new library building erected by l\Iiss Emily H. 
Bourne of New Bedford for the town of Bourne, as a memo-
rial of her father, the late Hon. Jonathan Bourne, after whom 
the town was named, was dedicated June 17, 1897. 
BROOKLINE. The late Rev. Caleb Davis Bradlee bequeathed $500 
and a residuary interest in bis estate to the Brookline Public 
Library. 
CHELSEA. The will of the late William G. Wheeler contained a 
bequest of $5,000, the income of "·hicb is to be used for the 
Fitz Public Library. 
EAST BRIDGEWATER. The Washburn Library building, a fine brick 
building with free-stone trimmings, erected at a cost of about 
$12,000 for the town of .East Bridgewater by Mr. Silas Wash-
burn of Wellesley Hills, has been completed and dedicated 
during the year. 
EASTHA)I. A new building for t!Je Eastham Public Library has 
been provided at a moderate expense by the Village ImproYe-
ment Society. 
HYDE PARK. The town bas voted to purchase a site and build a 
new library building, and appropriated $25,000 for the pur-
pose. The library has also a building fund of $7,000. 
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MONSON. Mrs. Horatio Lyon, who gave the library building to 
the town of Monson bequeathed an additional $10,000 to the 
library. 
NORTH ADAJIIS. The Hon. Albert C. Houghton, who gave the fine 
estate to the city of North Adams for a library building, has 
given the city $10,000 to fit the building for occupancy. 
PEPPERELL. The will of the late Charles F. Lawrence, a New 
York banker, contained a bequest of $100,000 for the con-
struction of a library building and art gallery for the town of 
Pepperell, his former home. All of his books and pictures 
are also given to the library. 
READING. The late Fred W . Hatch provided that, after the death 
of his wife, a bequest of $10,000 should be aYailable for the 
construction of a building for the public library. 
SollIERVILLE. Mrs. Harriet Minot Laughlin, the daughter of Isaac 
Pitman, who was the first librarian of the Somerville Public 
Library, has given $1,000 to the libral'y, in memory of her 
father, the income to be expended for English poetry. 
STURBRIDGE. The Joshua Hyde Public Library building, which 
was erected at an expense of' about $10,000, bequeathed to 
the town of Sturbridge for that purpose by the late George B. 
Hyde of Boston, was dedicated July 22, 1897. 
WALES. Miss Anna l\:I. Johnson of Brookline has deposited $100 
in the Cambridge Savings Bank, the interest of which is to be 
used for the purchase of books for the free public library of 
Wales. 
WAYLAND. The late Warren C. Roby provided by his will for the 
purchase of a site and the construction of a 1:Juilding for the 
Wayland Public Library. 
WEST NEWBURY. The late Moses Warren Edwards beq_ueathed 
$3,000 for a library building for the town of West Newbury, 
on condition that the town should appropriate $2,000 for the 
same purpose. 
WILLIAMSBURG. The Meekins Memorial Library building, built 
by the bequest of the late Stephen Meekins, was dedicated 
Feb. 1, 1897. Mr. S. B. Stebbins has presented to the town, 
from the estate of his aunt, Miss Chloe Stebbins, the annual 
income of $100 for the library. 
WrncHESTF.R. The will of the late F. W. Daniels of Winchester 
contained a bequest of $500 to the Winchester Public Library. 
WINTHROP. Mrs. l\Ierrill Frost has given the town of Winthrop 
SI 0,000 for a library building, on condition that a like amount 
shall be raised by the town. 
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TRAVELLING LIBRARIES. 
The ,Y ornan's Education A."sociation of Boston has con-
tinued the circulation of the travelling libraries which they 
have provided for the benefit of the smaller communities, 
and report an increase of the circulation of books over the 
previous year of over fifty per cent. These libraries are 
loaned at present to the following towns: -
Alford, 
Brimfield, 
Chilmark, 
East Freetown, 
Florida, 
Goshen, 
Leyden, 
Oakham, 
Otis, 
Paxton, 
Pelham, 
Plainfielll, 
Rochester, 
Russell, 
Rutland, 
Salisbury, 
Somerset, 
Wendell, 
West Stockbridge, 
Windsor. 
TnE UsE OF PICTURES IN PuBLIC LIBRARIES. 
The value of the exhibition of collections of pictures in 
connection with the work of the public library is corning to 
he generally recognized, and the paper prepared by Mr. 
Green, and appended to this report, gives the results of 
a successful experience, and will be found suggestive and 
interesting. 
VISITATION OF SMALL LIBRARIES. 
The ,Voman's Education Association of Boston has suc-
cessfully continued the work of the travelling libraries which 
are loaned to the more sparsely settled towns, and during the 
year a committee consisting of Miss Mary Morison and .Mrs. 
Ashton R. ·Willard of Boston and Miss Alice G. Chandler of 
L ancaster has vit;ited the following towns: Florida, West 
Stockbridge, Alford, Windsor, Brimfield and Salisbury. 
Miss Amory of the commission has also visited, without 
expense to the Commonwealth, the libraries in the towns of 
Dover, Avon, Boxborough, Deerfield, Shelburne, Colrain, 
Conway, Leyden, Kew Ashford, Hancock, Richmond, " Test 
Stockbridge, Otis, Russell, Blandford, Huntington and Ches-
ter. Full notes of the condition of the libraries in all these 
towns have been placed at the disposal of the commission. 
Almost without exception the libraries in these towns give 
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evidence of the intelligent interest the people have taken in 
them and the useful work they are accomplishing in the com-
munity. These visits have prove<l beneficial to the commis-
sion, by acquainting it more fully with the difficulty of 
circulating books in thinly settled localities, and with the 
minor obstacles which are encountered by those who seek to 
make the libraries useful to the largest number of families. 
They have prornd stimulating and profitable to those having 
the care of the libraries, who welcome the interest shown in 
their effort, and gain the benefit of a wider experience and 
observation of how libraries are successfully managed in 
similar communities elsewhere. 
Suggestions as to improved methods have been kindly 
received, and will doubtless produce good results. Among 
the more prominent impressions of needed improvements 
are the necessity of great care as to the location, especially 
where it bas been necessary to provide accommodations in a 
private house, in order that all the people may find it a 
welcome and congenial place to visit; the importance of 
keeping the library open more times and hours in the week; 
the great advantages of a pleasant and attractive reading-
room, wherever it is possible to provide one, where the 
young peo]Jle especially may find illustrated papers and 
magazines to read or to take to their homes ; the great 
value of inexpensive branches and depositories for books, 
in connection with the post-offices, stores or similar places 
of public resort in the different and often widely separated 
villages of a town, and also the distribution of books to the 
families through the schools; and in some cases greater free-
dom to look over the books and permission to take more 
books and retain them a longer time for reading, especially 
where the home is a long distance from the library. 
C. B. TILLINGHAST, 
HENRY S. NOURSE, 
SAMUEL SWETT GREEN, 
ANNA SEARS AMORY, 
ELIZABETH P. SOI-IIER, 
Commissioners. 
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APPENDIX I. 
THE USE OF PICTURES IN LIBRARIES. 
By SAMUEL SWETT GREEN, 
LIBRARIAN OF FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY, WORCESTER. 
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THE USE OF PICTURES IN THE PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
OF MASSACHUSETTS. 
In Great Britain, in 1845, was enacted a law entitled "An act 
for encouraging the establishment of museums in large towns." 
The well-known law of 1850 is entitled "An act to enable town-
councils to establish libraries and museums." These museums are 
defined in a section of the law to be "museums of art and science." 
Towns in Great Britain may use public money to establish and 
maintain museums of art and science as well as libraries. These 
are not provided for in Massachusetts by existing library laws. 
Arrangements are made in some towns, however, by which art 
galleries may be housed in the same building as a public library 
and be under the control of the library board. In Fitchburg, for 
example, the Hon. Rodney Wallace, in 1885, gave to the city a 
building to be used for a "free public library, reading-rooms and 
art gallery and for no other purpose," on condition that the city 
government accept it, and agree to bear the current expenses. 
There is a collection of oil paintings in the upper story of that 
building. 
Many public libraries are owners of works of art, which have 
been given to them. 
As early as 1869 the Boston Public Library acqu ired, by gift, 
the Tosti collection of engravings . 
The City Library Association of Springfield has a museum of 
natural history connected with it, as well as an extensive art col-
lection. This is not a public library, however, controlled and sup-
ported by the city, but a private institution, to which the city gives 
liberal assistance annually, in consideration of the fact that its 
privileges are extended to the general public without cost. 
While it would be out of place to spend money appropriated by 
a town for a library, for buying oil paintings and statuary to form 
an art museum, it is considered proper to buy photographs and 
plates, not only bound in volumes, but detached, for the purpose 
of illustrating subjects treated of in books in the library. 
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In so far as the writer knows, the Free Public Library in W orces-
ter was the first public library in the country to make a deliberate 
and large expenditure for photographs, engravings and other kinds 
of plates, to use for the purposes of popular education in connection 
with the daily work of the library. The present librarian became 
connected with it as a director Jan. 1, 1867, and as librarian Jan. 
15, 1871. Soou after his connection with the institution he intro-
duced the plan of buying freely pictures separate from books. 
These have been bought mainly from the income of a fund established 
by the will of Dr. John Green, the founder of the reference 'depart-
ment, but to a considerable extent also from the city appropriation. 
Since 1870 interest in art instruction has grown apace. Instruc-
tion in drawing has been given in the public schools. In July, 1871, 
Mr. Walter Smith, who had been brought here from abroad, was 
made Art Director in this Commonwealth. A growing and large 
interest in making all objects beautiful and in having everywhere 
tasteful surroundings showed itself in the community generally. 
It became very evident to the librarian in ·w orcester tllat pic-
tures must be provided, if the library was to do the work which 
might properly be expected of it in fostering the art spirit and in 
giving it material by means of which it might get exercise. A 
sufficiently large number of copies of Jones's "Grammar of Orna-
ment" in its larger form, a copy of "L' Ornement Polychrome," 
and other similar works, were bought, and collections of plates, 
mainly large photographs representing the work of masters in art, 
were bought from time to time. This library also became a 
pioneer in the work of bringing about a close connection between 
libraries and schools. When these relations were established, it 
soon became obvious that not only in providing for the newly 
awakening interest in art, but also affording necessary aid in 
geography, history and other studies, large collections of pictures 
must be acquired. The value of the illustrations in books was 
recognized, as well as their rapid increase in number and excel-
lence. But here, as well as in instruction in art, more, larger and 
better pictures were needed, and these had to be bought as sepa-
rate plates, and kept in portfolios so that they could be hung on 
walls. 
Not only was the pictorial matter acquired by the library placed 
at the disposal of teachers, scholars and the general public in 
meeting their daily needs, but not infrequently exhibitions were 
given. Thus early a large collection of good-sized photographs, 
illustrating the · work of Raphael and the development of his 
genius, was shown. Then followed other exhibitions of photo-
graphs of pictures of artists of different Italian and German 
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schools of painting. The experiment was successfully tried of 
having members of tlie Worcester Art Society make themselves 
acquainted with groups of pictures which they undertook to ex-
plain to visitors. A lady well acquainted with pictures was hired 
to come from Boston to be present at one of the exhibitions, and 
enter into conversation, with persons interested, about the pictures 
and artists . This plan gave much satisfaction. 
When the new library building was added to the older one , in 
1890, new facilities were provided for exhibitions. The interior 
of the new building was planned by the librarian, and arrange-
ments for a hall and art galleries were made. Many exhibitions 
have been given for the benefit of pupils in the schools. For 
example, when scholars in the high schools have been studying 
essays from the " Spectator," classes are brought to the library, 
and photographs of old buildings in London, colored pictures of 
the exteriors of buildings and of scenes within buildings in the 
times represented in the writings and other illustrations of London 
in the time of Addison and of the manners and occupations of its. 
inhabitants are shown to them. If they have been engaged in 
studying plays of Shakespeare, the plates of tile work known as 
the "Homes and Haunts of Shakespeare," in colors and in black 
and white, are hung on the walls of a hall, together with the illus-
trations of scenes in the plays of Shakespeare by Darley; and fac-
similes of the quartos and folios and works giving representations 
of the exterior and interior architecture and of the costumes of the 
time of the dramatist are brought together, and classes, with their 
teachers, invited to examine and study them. 
For pupils in the grammar schools exhibitions have been pro-
vided. Thus, when in the school course the civil war of 1861-65 
has been studied, one hundred photographs of bridges, houses, 
roads and battlefields (with the dead lying unburied) are placed 
on the walls of a hall, with Forbes's etchings descriptive of life in 
the camp during the war, battle pictures in color and a set of con-
federate etchings. All are carefully inscribed with names of 
places, scenes, etc. (with which the memories of the children. are 
at that time filled) ; and the principals of the grammar schools 
are notified that the exhibition is open, and that such boys and 
girls as desire may come to it between the hours of four and six 
o'clock in the afternoon . 
Last winter a more elaborate exhibition was held. The colored 
plates of Catlin, illustrating life among the North American 
Indians during his residence among them; Thomas Moran's beauti-
ful and striking representations of the scenery in the Yellow-
stone Park; a set of chromolithographs, such as are used in Ger-
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man schools in teaching physical geography ; and Trouvelot's 
plates, showing how the heavenly bodies look through a telescope, 
- were hung on the walls of a hall. By arrangement with the 
superintendent of schools, teachers registered their names at his 
office, and placed after them the dates when they would like to 
bring scholars to the library. It was announced to the librarian 
every day, by telephone, what school was coming. Such pupils 
in a school as desired came to the library, accompanied by teach-
ers, after school in the afternoon, and spent an hour in examining 
the pictures and in listening to a lecture about them. This exhi-
bition was peculiarly successful, and was very entertaining and 
instructive to the children. 
Another exhibition of a similar character has been planned for 
the present winter. A course of lectures was given by Dr. G. 
Stanley Hall to the teachers of Worcester last winter. Some of 
these were illustrated at the library by bringing together into a 
room pictorial and literary matter likely to prove useful in teach-
ing the subjects which he was showing them how to teach. Classes 
go to the library from the high schools and from gra'l:nmar schools 
to looli: over, in a room by themselves, photographs of classical re-
mains, illustrations of armor, or pictures interesting in connection 
with other subjects. 
Twenty years or so ago geography was taught in the Worcester 
Normal School by means of lantern slides. The principal of one 
of the grammar schools in Worcester has 1,500 slides which he 
ti.ses in giving instruction in his school. For example, he has a 
series of pictures which he has taken, showing the various points of 
interest in Concord, Mass. These pictures are shown and the con-
nection of the place with the Revolution and the town 's distinguished 
residents are mentioned and talked about. Interest is thus excited 
that may lead to extended studies in history and literature. The 
teacher spoken of has been doing work of this kind for ten years. 
The superintendent of schools in Worcester has become much inter-
ested in the matter, and is endeavoring to have instruction given 
by slides in other, if not in all, the public schools. Many of the 
slides are prepared from material in the Public Library. That 
institution bas skyl ights and a dark closet for the use of photog-
raphers, and large numbers of pictures which teachers desire to 
copy. 
Prof. William M. Davis of Harvard University bas of late years 
been very much interested in having instruction given by means of 
lantern slides; and in No. II. of "Papers from the Physical 
Geography Laboratory of Harvard University" may be found a 
list of geographical lantern slides, of great interest, prepared for 
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use in the Cambridge public schools by Professor Davis (Cam-
bridge, Mass., Harvard Printing Company). 
The first of next month (February, 1898) an exhibition is to be 
given at the library in Worcester, of especial interest to schools. 
The Public School Art League, having raised $300 or-$400 in small 
subscriptions by residents of Worcester, has lately been buying 
objects to be used in decoration of schoolrooms in different por-
tions of the city. Before they are put in the places they are to 
occupy, they are all of them to be brought to the library for a 
public exhibition. The library will a.dd a collection of photo-
graphs, selected from its stores with particular reference to their 
desirability for purposes of school decoration ; and it is expected 
that a new interest will be awakened in the community by the dis-
play, in providing additional means to be used in furtherance · of 
the good plans of the School Art League. 
There bas just been bung in a room in the Worcester Library a 
collection of photographs illustrative of Greek sculpture. There 
is a large class of ladies studying this subject. It began the study 
last winter, and is continuing it the present season. The members 
of the class call at such hours as they please to examine the photo-
graphs, and once a week several ladies come and study them for 
two or three hours. Societies connected with churches that are 
making fireside travels, Chautauqua circles, clubs for the suburbs 
of the city, teachers with classes to which instruction is being 
given in the history of painting, come to the library; they have 
rooms assigned them and are provided with illustrative matter, on 
such subjects as they have an interest in at the time. 
A large number of exh\bitions is provided for the general pub-
lic. Such as have been given in the last few years are described 
in the annual reports of the library. Examples are : the antiqui-
ties of Russia; tl.te remains of Pompeii; Moorish art in Cairo; 
English, French and Spanish painting; classical antiquities . Oc-
casionally a deserving local artist is discovered, and is allowed, in 
connection with an exhibition, to fill a room with his pictures. 
Several exhibitions have been given in the Worcester Library in 
conjunction with the Worcester Art Society. Thus, when the new 
library building was opened, the Art Society filled the galleries 
with portraits gathered mainly from homes in the city. As the 
earlier artists of the country and later painters, as well as the most 
distinguished living portrait painters, were represented in the ex-
hibition, it gave, to some extent, a history of American portrait-
ure. At another time the Art Society gaye an exhibition of china, 
and winter before lust kept up a continuous exhibition of oil paint-
ings and bric-a-brac for four months. The libl'ary assisted by filling 
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a room with photographs of English and Continental cathedrals of 
large size, and afterwards with representations of the frescos of 
Michael Angelo in the Sistine Chapel. The Art Society spent 
from $300 to $700 on each of these exhibitions. In connection 
with the exhibition of china, prizes were given by the Art Society 
for ceramic decorations by local amateurs. 
A very large use of pictures is being made in the new Forbes 
Library at Northampton. That institution was opened to the 
public July 1, 1895, under the care of an experienced librarian, 
Mr. Charles A. Cutter, who was for twenty-four years librarian of 
the Boston Athenreum. The Forbes Library had accumulated a 
considerable sum which could be spent at the start in buying 
books, photographs and objects of art, and is provided with an in-
come which will enable it to make valuable additions from year to 
year. From the second annual report of the library, for the year 
ending Nov. 30, 1896, it appears that several successful exhibi-
tions were given in that year. One of great interest consisted of 
mountain photographs owned by the Appalachian Club, giving 
views of the Alps, the Tyrol, .l:Etna and the Caucasus. This was 
followed by a loan exhibition of photographs taken in India, Japan 
and Siam. These belonged to a resident of Northampton, who 
made the display more attractive by lending to the library a " case 
full of oriental curiosities, idols, swords and daggers, palm-leaf 
books, pipes and the betel-nut apparatus." Besides other exhibi-
tions of material owned by the library, and borrowed, it had two 
furnished by a representative of a large dealer in photographs. 
Recently an interesting exhibition has been given in the Forbes 
Library building of the work of amateur photographers. 
"These exhibitions," the librarian states, "have not only given 
pleasure, which in itself would be sufficient justification, but have 
broadened their visitors' minds, have supplied some of the advan-
tages of travel to those who could not leave home, have renewed 
the impressions of those who had been abroad, have increased the 
knowledge of art and educated the taste of all who saw them." 
The library has been invited to join a league of twenty Massachu-
setts libraries, who will prepare a travelling exhibition, stopping 
two weeks at each library. 
The Boston Public Library under its present management is 
showing a very" marked interest in the cause of popular entertain-
ment and education, and is using its great resources and wide and 
powerful influence efficiently to these ends. In trying to show 
what use this library is making of pictures, I cannot do better 
than to incorporate here the following letter, just received from 
Mr. Otto Fleischner, the bead of the Art Department: -
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THE PUBLIC L lllRARY O:F THE CITY OF B OSTON, Jan. 1, 1898 . 
SAMUEL S. GREEN, Esq. , Librarian, Worcester Public Library, Worces-
ter, Mass. 
DEAR MR. GREEN: -In answer to your l etter of December 19th, 
I give below a partial list of exhibitions of pictures in this library, 
which I hope will serve your purpose. 
We now keep a regular r ecord of all the exhibitions, but have no lists 
of the first year after the opening of this department. 
Our aim is to have it known that studen ts and casual visitors will find 
something new and interesting and at th e same time instructive to see 
on every successive visit to the library. When the walls of the Barton 
Library, which is mainly used for this purpose, are not occupied by 
special exhibits, a selection of photographs is put up without a set pro-
gramme, although a certain order is followed. For instance, the artists 
of a certain school are shown in sequence, or a collection of landscapes 
or genre pictures or portraits, interior decoration, etc. 
The special exhibitions are arranged with a view to illustrate special 
events, l ectures, courses in the public schools or the Institute of T ech-
nology, anniversaries, national and other holidays . For Christmas, just 
past, a collection of Nativities of different schools was exhibited, while 
Easter will be a good season for a collection of Madonnas. For Wash-
ington's Birthday last year a very interesting loan collection of Washing-
ton portraits was put up, and will be repeated this year; Decoration Day 
is celebrated by a _display of a large collection of Brady's war photo-
graphs; Patriot's Day, Bunker Hill Day, Fourth of July , are illustrated 
by maps, views of battles, portraits of generals, etc. 
Among the special exhibitions may also be mentioned those in con-
nection with : -
Professor Weir's Lowell Institute lectures on Italian art. 
Professor Homer's Lowell lectures on Romanesque architecture. 
Hopkins' lectures on the history of art, to the teachers of the Boston 
school s, which w ill be continued this winter. 
Industria l arts in connection wi th the Arts and Crafts exhibition. 
Collection (loan) of book plates by Boston artists. 
Collection (loan) of historical and rich modern bindings. 
Loan collection of ori ginal elm wings, engravings and reproductions, 
showin g the methods of book illustration, in connection with the 
Library Club meeting. 
H olbein portraits and other pictures, on the 400th anniversary of 
the artist's birtb. 
Cabot.Centennial ; portraits, maps, views, etc. 
Bradford Manuscri pt; autographs, views, portraits, etc. 
The Constituti on, Cuba, Alaska, etc. 
Loan collection of orig in al drawings and paintings for book illus-
trations, etc. 
Of course all special exhibitions are announced in the newspapers. 
To these exhibitions must be added the permanent display of the 
Arundel prints in the fine arts room, th e coll ection of solar prints suit-
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able for school decoration, and the Howard Pyle paintings illustrating 
American historical subjects, both iu the juvenile room. 
Since last fall these exhibitions have been extended, with gratifying 
results to the ten branches, and several special collections are sent in 
rotation to the various branches and exhibited for two weeks. The 
schools in the respective district are notified, and visit the branch in 
classes, under the supervision of teachers. 
The regular collections of photographs are not used for this pnrpose, 
but the library pnrchased within the last six months a coll ection of about 
2,500 half-tone reproductions from paintings and sculpture (classical 
picture and sculpture galleries) and about 1,000 gelatine prints (European 
architecture), which are exclusively used for branches and schools. 
The" Classical Picture Gallery" and "Classical Sculpture Gallery," 
published by H. Grevell & Co. of London, and "European Architecture," 
published in Chicago, are monthly serials, and are still continued. 
A portfolio of a selection of these pictures is sent regularly on the first 
Tuesday of every month to each branch, where they are either displayed 
on the walls or used on the tables. These portfolios are also issued to 
teachers for use in the schoolroom, the portfolios being so arranged that 
they may serve as easels to show the pictures from the teacher's desk. 
An experiment will be made during January to hold a lecture in con-
nection with the exhibitions; this will be done under the auspices of one 
of the art clubs, who will supply a competent lecturer. 
In case the experiment proves feasible, a regular course of lectures 
will be arranged for the winter. 
Very truly yours, OTTO FLEISCHNER. 
Can libraries in small towns avail themselves of advantages 
which come from ready access to generous collections of pictures? 
It will be noticed that the Forbes Library borrowed the pictures 
for the exhibition of mountain views from the Appalachian Club. 
Now, this club, it is announced, is ready to lend its photogrnphs 
to any library that will pay freight and attend to the cost of hang-
ing the pictures . There are persons interested in small towns who 
have collections of plates and objects of art and other interest-
ing material which they would be willing to lend to libraries. 
Among others, there are persons born and perhaps brought up in 
little towns who would be glad to lend collections which they own, 
or to influence others to lend collections, for the instruction and 
entertainment of the present residents in the places of their birth. 
It is understood that the Century Company has sometimes lent 
the drawings and paintings from which the illustrations in its mag-
azines have been prepared. Other publishers have similar collec-
tions which they could, perhaps, be indnced to lend. Arrange-
ments could undoubtedly sometimes be made with dealers to send 
small lots of pictures to litt le towns. 
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Mr. John Cotton Dana, now the librarian of the City Library 
Association of Springfield, in this State, but until recently the 
librarian of the Public Library of Denver, Col., did some inex-
pensive work while living in the latter city in bringing together 
and distributing collections of pictures. He had illustrations cut 
out from illustrated papers and magazines and mounted on stiff 
paper, distributed them under heads and arranged them in cata-
logue drawers. Teachers and others could go to.these drawers and 
select such pictures as they wanted to take to schools or homes. 
This work of Mr. Dana is described in a recent volume of the 
"Library Journal." 
It is often said that any town, no matter how small it is, may 
have a unique library. All that is necessary is to start and main-
tain a movement to bring together every book, pamphlet, broad-
side or newspaper that will in any way throw light on the history 
of the town or the lives of its residents or past inhabitants. It 
may not only have a mass of local literature, but may add to this 
a museum of antiquities and other objects which illustrate the his-
tory or show the present products and interests of the town. Both 
of these things have been done in a most admirable manner in the 
public library of the beautiful little town of Lancaster, in W orces-
ter County. But every town library may have a unique art collec-
tion. Poor, indeed, is a town without amateur photographers 
among its permanent or summer residents. With little trouble and 
at no great expense any town library may secure a valuable collec-
tion of local photographs. Preserve the remembrance of beauti-
ful trees or groups of trees. The landscape changes from time to 
time, as wood is !)ut or as alterations are made for utilitarian pur-
poses. Have pictures taken, to show how the town looks to-day. 
Get photographs of all prominent residents, and, so far as pos-
sible, likenesses of former residents and of persons born in the 
town who have been important factors in adding to the prosperity 
of larger places. Take pictures of old houses. If a library, even 
in a very small town, should do this kind of work systematically, 
and do a good deal of it every year, it would not be long before it 
would have a valuable, and, as stated before, unique collection. 
A town library may join a league like the one which the Forbes 
Library was asked to attach itself to. 
Finally, travelling libraries of pictures are available . The 
Woman's Education Association of Boston has done excellent 
work in sending to small towns travelling libraries of books. It 
is now entering on the work of sending boxes of pictures to places 
where they are desired. It has already done work of this kind. 
I will only add that considerable work of this kind is being done 
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in the State of Wisconsin. Attention has for some time been 
attracted to that State by the excellence of the work which it has 
been doing by sending boxes of books to sparsely settled portions 
of the State. In a report recently issued by the Wisconsin Free 
Library Commission, on "Free Travelling Libraries in Wisconsin," 
there is a very interesting account of good work that is being done 
by travelling boxes of pictures in Portage County. 
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GIVERS OF FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY BUILDINGS IN 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Acton, • 
Andover, 
Arlington, 
Ashbnrnham, 
Ayer, 
Barnstable, 
Barre, 
Becket, • 
Belchertown, • 
Bernardston, . 
Billerica, 
Blandford, 
Bonrne, • 
Boxford, 
Braintree, 
Brookfield, 
Buckland, 
Cambridge, 
Carlisle, . 
Charlemont, 
Chatham, 
Chelmsford, 
Chelsea, . 
Concord, 
Cummington, 
Dalton, • 
Dedham, 
Duxbury, 
East Bridgewater, • 
Easthampton, 
Easton, . 
Essex, 
Everett, • 
Fairhaven, 
Gift of Hon. ·William A. Wilde of Malden. 
Gift of citizens. 
Gift of Mrs. Maria C. Robbins of Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Gift of Mr. George F. Stevens. 
Gift of Mr. Frederick F. Ayer of New York. 
Gift or Hon. William Sturgis. 
Gift of Mr. Henry Woods of Boston. 
Gift of Miss Blanche Perkins . 
Gift of John Francis Clapp. 
Gift of Hon. Henry W. Cushman. 
Gift of Mrs. Joshua Bennett. 
Gift of Mrs. Josephine E. S. Porter of Hartford, 
Conn. 
Gift of Miss Emily H. Bourne as a memorial of her 
father, the Hon . Jonathan Bourne. 
Purchased by subscription. 
Gift of Gen. Sylvanus Thayer. 
Gift of William A. Banister. 
Gift of citizens. 
Gift of Frederick H. Rindge. 
Gift of Mrs. Joanna Gleason of Sudbury. 
Gift of E. R. Goodnow and others. 
Gift of Marcellus Eldredge. 
Gift of Amos F. Adams. 
Gift of Hon. Eustace C. Fitz. 
Gift of William Munroe. 
Gift of William Cullen Bryant. 
Gift of the Crane family. 
Built by bequests and gifts of citizens. 
Gift of Mrs. George W. Wright. 
Gift of Silas Washburn. 
Gift of Mrs. Emily G. Williston. 
Gift of Hon. Oliver Ames and Mrs. Sarah L. Ames. 
Bequest of T. 0. IL P. Burnham. 
Memorial of F. E. Parlin by his parents. 
Gift of Henry H. Rogers. 
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Fitchburg, 
Freetown, 
Gardner, 
Georgetown, , 
Gloucester, 
Groton, • 
Hatfield, 
Harvard, 
Haverhill, 
Hingham, 
Hinsdale, 
Holden,. 
Hopkinton, 
Hubbardston, 
Ipswich,. 
Lancaster, 
Lawrence, 
Leicester, 
Lincoln, . 
Littleton, 
Ludlow, . 
Malden, • 
Manchester, 
Marion, . 
Marshfield, 
Medford, 
Methuen, 
Middleton, 
Monson, 
Natick, . 
South Natick,. 
Newburyport, 
Newton,. 
Northampton, 
Florence, . 
North Adams, 
North Attleborough, 
North Brookfield, 
North Reading, 
Northborough, 
Norton, . 
Norwood, 
Orleans, . 
Palmer, • 
Peabody, 
Pepperell, 
Gift of Hon. Rodney Wallace . 
Gift of Mrs. E. Florence Hathaway Crowell . 
Gift of children of Levi Heywood. 
Gift of George Peabody. 
Gift of Samuel E . Sawyer. 
Partly the gift of Mrs . Charlotte Sibley. 
Bequest of Samuel H. Dickinson. 
Mainly the gift of natives of the town . 
Gift of Hon. E. J. M. Hale and other citizens . 
Gift of Hon. Albert Fearing. 
Gift of citizens. 
Gift of Hon. S. C. Gnle of Minneapolis. 
Gift of natives and residents of the town. 
Gift of Jonas G. Clark. 
Gift of Capt. Augustine Heard. 
Mainly the gift of Nathaniel Thayer and other cit i-
zens . 
Gift of Mrs. N. G. White and Miss E. A. White. 
Gift of Lory S. Watson, Dr. Pliny Earle, D. Mer-
rinm and others. 
Gilt of George G. Tarbell . 
Gift of heirs of William S. Houghton. 
Gift of heirs of Charles T. Hubbard. 
Gift of I-Ion. Elisha S. Converse and his wife. 
Gift of T. Jefferson Coolidge. 
Gift of Mrs. Elizabeth Tabor of New Bedford. 
Bequest of Seth Ventress. 
Gift of Mr. Thatcher Magoun . 
Gift of heirs of David Nevins. 
Bequest of Hon. Charles L . Flint. 
Gift of heirs of Horatio Lyon. 
Bequest of Miss Mary Ann Morse. 
Bequest of Oliver Bacon. 
Gift of citizens. 
Gift of Hon . J. Wiley Edmunds and other citizens. 
Built partly by subscriptions. 
Gift of Alfred T. Lilly. 
Gift of Hon . A. C. Houghton. 
Gift of heirs of Edmund I. and Lucy M. Richards. 
Mainly the gift of Mr. Erasmus Haston. 
Gift of Mrs. Charles L. Flint. 
Gift of Mr. Cyrus Gale. 
Gift of Mrs. Eliza B. Wheaton. 
Gift of George W. Morrill and wife as a memorial of 
llli,s Sarah Bond Morrill. 
Built partly by subscriptions. 
Built by an association. 
Gift of George Peabody. 
Bequest of Charles I. Lawrence. 
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Petersham, 
Pittsfield, 
Princeton, 
Provincetown, 
Quincy, . 
Randolph, 
Rehoboth, 
Rochester, 
Salem, . 
Shirley, . 
Southbridge, 
Spencer,. 
Springfield, 
Sterling,. 
Stockbridge, 
Stow, 
Sturbridge, 
Sudbury, 
Uxbridge, 
\Vare, 
'Warren, . 
\Vatertown, 
Wellesley, 
West Brookfield, 
Westfield, 
\Vestford, 
Weymouth, 
Williamsburg, 
Woburn, 
Wrentham, 
Yarmouth, 
PUBLIC DOCUMENT-No. 44. 
Built mainly by subscriptions. 
Gift of Hon. Thomas Allen. 
Gift of Edward A. Goodnow. 
Gift of Hon. Nathan Freeman. 
Gift of heirs of Thomas Crane. 
Gift of heirs of Col. Royal Turner. 
Gifts of Darius Goff of Pawtucket, R. I. 
Partly tbe gift of Mrs. E . G. Leonard. 
Gift of estate of Capt. John Bertram. 
Bequest of Mrs. Betsey D. Hazen. 
Gift of Holmes Ammidown of New York. 
Gift of Richard Sugden. 
Built by the City Library Association. 
Gift of Edward Conant. 
Gift of Hon. John Z. Goodrich. 
Gift of Miss Belinda L. Randall. 
Bequest of George B. Hyde. 
Bequest of John Goodnow. 
Gilt of Hon. Edward C. Thayer of Keene, N. H. 
Gift of Hon. William Hyde. 
Built by subscriptions. 
Built partly by subscriptions. 
Gift of Mr. H. H. Hunnewell. 
Gift of Charles Merriam. 
Gift of Mr. Hiram Harrison. 
Gift of John Varnum Fletcher. 
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Gift of Quincy Tufts and his sister, Miss Susan 
Tufts. 
Bequest of Stephen Meekins. 
Bequest of Charles Bowers Winn. 
Heirs of Hon. Josiah J. F'iske. 
Gift of Mr. Nathan Matthews. 
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1882. 
[The Public Statutes, chapter 40.J 
LAW LIBRARIES. 
SECTION 1. Law library associations heretofore organized in any 
county except Suffolk shall be subject to the provisions of this chapter 
relating to such corporations. 
SECT. 2. The attorneys at Jaw admitted to practice in the courts of the 
commonwealth, and resident in a county for which there is no law library 
association, may organize themselves by the name of the Law Library 
Association for such county; and, when so organized, shall be a corpo-
ration for the purpose of holding and managing the law library belong-
ing to the county, and may adopt by-laws for that purpose, subject to 
the approval of the justices of the superior court. 
SECT. 3. The clerk of the courts in any county in which no such 
association has been organized may, upon the application of seven attor-
neys at law resident therein, call a meeting for the purpose of such 
organization by posting up notifications thereof in some convenient 
place in any court-house of the county; which meeting shall be held 
during the term of the superior court commencing next after ten clays 
from the time of posting up such notification. The clerk shall preside 
at such meeting until a clerk of the association is chosen. 
SECT. 4. The officers of such an association shall be a clerk, treasurer, 
and librarian, and their duties shall be defined by the by-laws. 
SECT. 5. Every inhabitant of a county in which such association is 
organized may use the books in the library, subject to such regulations 
as may be prescribed by the association with the approval of the superior 
court. 
TOWN AND CITY LrnRARIES. , 
SECT. 9, Any town or city may establish and maintain a public library 
therein, with or without branches, for the use of the inhabitants thereof, 
and may provide suitable rooms therefor, um1er such regulations for its 
government as may from time to time' be prescribed by the inhabitants 
of the town or by the city council. 
SECT. 10. Any town may at a legal meeting grant and vote money 
for the establishment, maintenance, or increase of a public library 
therein, and for erecting or providing suitable buildings or rooms there-
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for; and m::iy receive, hold, and manage any device, bequest, or donation 
for the establishment, increase, or maintenance of any such library. 
SECT. 11. The city government of a city or the selectmen of a town, 
in which there is a public library owned and maintained by such city or 
town, may place in such library, for the use of the inhabitants, such 
books, reports, and laws as have been or may be received from the 
commonwealth. 
APPROPRIATION OF MONEY l<'OR LIBRARIES, 
Section 10 of chapter 27 of the Public Statutes provides that the towns 
may at legal meetings grant and vote such sums as they judge necessary 
for maintaining any library therein to which the inhabitants are allowed 
free access for the purpose of using the books on the premises, and for 
establishing and maintaining a public reading-room, in connection with 
and under the control of the manager of such library. 
THE DOG TAX. 
Section 107 of chapter 102 of the Public Statutes provides that the 
money received for dog licenses and refunded to the towns shall be 
expended for the support of public libraries or schools. 
DE~'AClliG BOOKS, PAPERS, ETC. 
Section 79 of chapter 203 of the Public Statutes provides that whoever 
wilfully and maliciously or wantonly and without cause writes upon, 
injm·cs, defaces, tears or destroys a book, plate, picture, engraving or 
statue belonging to a law, town, city or other public library, shall be 
punished by a fine of not less than five nor more than fifty dollars~or by 
imprisonment in the jail not exceeding six months. 
1883. 
An Act to prevent the wilful detention of books, newspapers, maga-
zines, pamphlets or manuscripts of certain libraries. 
[Acts of 1883, chapter 77.) 
Be it enactecl, etc., as follows: 
SECTCON 1. Whoever wilfully and maliciously or wantonly and with-
out cause detains any book, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, or manu-
script belonging to a law, town, city or other public or incorporated 
library, for thirty days after notice in writing, from the librarian of such 
library, given after the expiration of the time which by the regulations 
of such library, such book, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, or manu-
script may be kept, shall be punished by a fine of not Jess than one nor 
more than twenty-five dollars, or by imprisonment in the jail not exceed• 
ing six months. 
SECT. 2. The notice required by the foregoing section shall bear upon 
its face a copy of this act. 
SECT. 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [.Approved 
March 24, 1883.] 
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An Act for the better protection of property of certain libraries. 
[Acts of 1883, chapter 81.] 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows : 
SECTION 1. Section seventy-nine of chapter two hundred and three of 
the Public Statutes is hereby amended so as to r ead as follows: - Who-
ever wilfully and maliciously or wantonly and without cause writes 
upon, injures, defaces, tears or destroys a book, plate, picture, engraving, 
map, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, manuscript, or statue belonging 
to a law, town, city or other public or incorporated library, shall be 
punished by a fine of not less than fiv e nor more than fifty dollars, or 
by imprisonment in the jail not exceeding six months. 
SECT. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved 
March 24, 1883.J 
1885. 
An Act to protect persons using public libraries from disturbance. 
[Acts of 1885, chapter 225.] 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
Whoever wilfully disturbs persons assembled in a public library or 
reading room connected therewith by making a noise or in any other 
manner during the time in which such library or reading room is open 
to the public, shall be punished by impri sonment in the jail not exceed-
ing thirty days, or by fine not exceeding fifty dollars. [Approved May 
12, 1885.] 
1888. 
An Act concerning the election and the powers and duties of trustees 
of free public libraries or of free public libraries and reading-
rooms, in towns. 
[Acts of 1888, chapter 304.] 
Be it enacted, etc ., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Every town which raises or appropriates money for the 
support of a free public library or free public library and reading-room 
that is owned by the town, shall at its annual meeting, or at a legal town 
meeting appointed and notified for that purpose by the selectmen, elect 
a board of trustees, except in cases where such library has been or may 
be acquired by the town, in whole or in part, by some donation or be-
quest containing other conditions or provisions for the elections of its 
trustees or for its care and management, which conditions have been 
accepted and agreed to by vote of the town. 
[Section 2 amended by chapter ll2, Acts of 1889,] 
SECT. 2, Said board of trustees shall consist of any number of persons 
divisible by three not exceeding nine in all which the town may decide 
to elect, one-third thereof to be elected annually and to continue in office 
for three years, except that the town shall first elect one-third of the 
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trustees for one year, one-third for two years and one-third for three 
years, and thereafter one-third the number annually for the term of three 
years. No person shall be inelig ible to serve upon said board . of trus-
tees by reason of sex. Such board of trustees shall be elected by bal1ot, 
and shall organize an nually by the choice of a chairman and secretary 
from their own number. 
SECT. 3. If any person elected a mem ber of the board of trustees, 
afte r being duly notified of his election in the manner in which town 
officers are required to be not(fied, refuses or neglects to accept said 
office, or if any member declines further service, or from change of resi-
dence or otherwise, becomes unable to attend to th e duties of the board, 
the remaining members shall in writing g ive notice of the fact to the 
selectmen of the town, and the two boards may thereupon, after g iving 
public notice of at least one week, proceed to fill such vacancy until th e 
next annual town meeting; and a majority of the ballots of persons 
entitled to vote shall be necessary to an election. 
SECT. 4. The trustees so elected by th e town shall have the entire 
custody and management of the library and r eading-room and all prop-
erty owned by the town relating thereto; and all money raised or appro-
pri ated by the town for its support and maintenance, and all money or 
property that the town may receive by donation from any source, or by 
bequest, in behalf of said free publi c library and reading-rnom, shall be 
placed in the care and custody of the board of trustees, to be exp ended 
or retained by them for and in behalf of the town for the support and 
maintenance of its free public library and reading-room, in accordance 
with the conditions of each or any donation or bequest accepted by the 
town. 
SECT. 5. In every town which shall , by a majority of the votes cast 
at its annual town meeting or at a legal town meeting appointed and 
notified for that purpose by th e selectmen, so direct, the board of trustees 
shall, in additi on to the officers named in section two of this act, elect 
from among their own number a t reasurer, who shall g ive a bond to 
the town similar to the bond g iven by the town treasurer, for such an 
amount and with such sureties as may be satisfactory to th e selectmen ; 
and until a town directs otherwi se th e town treasurer shall act as treas-
urer of the board of trustees. 
SECT. 6. The trustees shall make an explicit report to the town at 
each annual town meeting of all their receipts and expenditures, and of 
all the property of the town in their care and custody, including a state-
ment of any un expended balance of money they may have, and of any 
bequests or donations they may have received and are holding in behalf 
of the town, with such recommendations in reference to the same as 
they may deem necessary for the town to consider. 
SECT. 7. Nothing in thi s act shall be construed to interfere with 
library associations, nor with any library that is or may be organized 
and managed under special act of the legislature. 
SECT. 8. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved May 
4, 1888.] 
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1889. 
An Act relating to the election, powers and duties of trustees of free 
public libraries and reading-rooms in towns. 
[Acts of 1889, chapter 112.] 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
Section two of chapter three hundred and four of the acts oE th e year 
eighteen hundred and eighty-eight is hereby amended by striking out in 
lines two and three the words "not exceeding nine in all," so as to read 
as follows: Section 2 . Said board of trustees shall consist of any num-
ber of persons divisible by three which the town may decide to elect, 
one-third thereof to be elected annually and to continue in office for 
three years, except that the town shall first elect one-third of the trustees 
for one year, one-third for two years and one-third for three years, and 
thereafter one-third the number annually for the term of three years, 
No person shall be ineligible to serve upon said board of trustees by 
reason of sex. Snch board of trusteei shall be elected by ballot, and 
shall organize annually by the choice of a chairman and secretary from 
their own number: provided, any town having a free public library 
which has heretofore elected a board of trustees to manage the same 
consisting of a number divisible by three, and has heretofore elected 
annually one-third of said board for three years, may continue to elect 
annually one-third of said board, and the trustees in otlice shal l hold 
their offices until the term for which they were elected shall expire 
unless the town shall vote otherwise. [.Approved March 14, 1880.] 
1890. 
An Act to promote the establishment and efficiency of free public 
libraries. 
[Acts of 1890, chapter 347.J 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. The governor with the advice and consent of the council 
shall appoint five persons, residents of the Commonwealth, who shall 
constitute a board of library commissioners. The governor shall desig-
nate the chairman thereof. One member of said board shall be appointed 
for the term of five years, one for four years, one for three years, one 
for two years and one for one year; and thereafter the term of office 
of the commissioners shall be five years. All vacancies on said board, 
whether occurring by expiration of term or otherwise, shall be filled by 
the governor with the advice and consent of the council. 
SECT. 2. The librarian or trustees of any free public library may ask 
said board for advice in regard to the selection of books, the cataloguing 
of books and any other matters pertaining to the maintenance or admin-
istration of the library; and the board shall give such advice in regard 
to said matters as it shall find practicable. The board shall make a 
eport of its doings to the general court in January of each year, and 
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fifteen hundred copies of said report shall be printed as one of the public 
document series. 
SECT. 3. Said board is hereby authorized and directed to expend, 
upon the application of the board of library trustees of any town hav-
ing no free public library owned and controlled by the town, a sum not 
exceeding one hundred dollars for books for any such town entitled to 
the benefits of this act; such books to be used by said trustees for the 
purpose of establishing a free public libmry, and said commissioners 
shall select and purchase all books to be provided as aforesaid. 
SECT. 4. No town shall be entitled to the benefits of this act until 
such town has arcepted the provisions hereof at a regularly called town 
meeting, and has elected a board of library trustees as provided in 
chapter three hundred and four of the acts of the year eighteen hundred 
and eighty-eight, and until said trustees shall have provided, in a manner 
satisfactory to the board of commissioners, for the care, custody and dis-
tribution of the books furnished in accordance with this act. 
SECT 5. Any town accepting the provi ions of this act shall annually 
appropriate from the dog tax, or shall otherwise annually provide for 
the use and maintenance of its free public library, a sum not less than 
fifty dollars if its last assessed valuation was one million dollars or 
upward, or a sum not less than twenty-five dollars if said valuation was 
less than one million and not less than two hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, or a sum not less than fifteen dollars if said valuation was less 
than two hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 
SECT. 6. No member of the board of commissioners shall receive 
any compensation, bnt the board may expend a sum not exceeding five 
hundred dollars annually for clerical assistance and incidental and nec-
essary expenses in the discharge of its duties; and all sums expended 
under the provisions of this act shall be paid from the treasury after 
the bills therefor have been approved by the board and sent to the 
auditor of the Commonwealth, who shall certify to the governor and 
council the amount due as in case of all other bills and accounts 
approved by him under the provisions of law. 
SECT. 7. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved May 
28, 1890.J 
1892. 
[Acts of 1892, chapter 255.] 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
The board of library commissioners may expend the sum of one hun-
dred dollars for books for the free public library of any town whose 
valuation does not exceed six hundred thousand dollars, which main-
tained a free library before the passage of chapter three hundred and 
forty-seven of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety, and 
which has fully complied or hereafter fully complies with the provisions 
of said act. 
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